
Early Reading and Phonics 

at Berkeley

Reception and Year One



Reading in Reception 

 Daily whole class phonics lessons that last 
around 20 minutes

 Opportunities to practise reading skills 
during continuous provision

 Adults listen to children read individually 
and record this on Evidence Me

 Print within the environment for children to 
‘have a go’ at reading independently 

 Book corner as well as books in all areas of 
the classroom environment 



What is Phonics?

Have a go at reading the sentences 
below:

The boi wuz eeting a sanwij. 

The grl jumt on the trampoaleen.



What is Phonics?

• Little Wandle Phonics
• Grapheme – the written 

representation of a letter
• Phoneme – the sound that is 

made to represent the letter
• Tricky words





Learning to Blend:

• We teach children to blend 
phonemes together to be able to 
read a word. 

• This takes time to master and 
speed and accuracy improves 
through practise and repetition. 



Learning to Segment:

• We teach children to break down 
a word into individual phonemes 
to spell.

• We use robot arms to do this and 
initially children may hear some 
of the phonemes in a word rather 
than all of them.



From Phase 2 to 3:
• Introduction to vowel digraphs 

and tri-graphs
• Moving from words to sentences

From Phase 3 to 4:
• Introduction of consonant 

clusters 
• Longer words including words 

with more than one syllable 



Reading in Year One

• Daily whole class phonics which last between 
20-30 minutes.

• Reading challenges during choosing time.
• Adults to listen to children read once a week 

in school – recorded in reading record.
• Topic related vocabulary and books displayed 

in room for children to have a go at/refer to.
• Reading corner with a mixture of topic 

related and level matched books. 



What is phonics like in Year One?



What is phonics like in Year One?

• Phase 5 – Children will be introduced to even more 
graphemes and phonemes including alternative 
graphemes and alternative pronunciations.

• Alternatives 
• another way of saying a grapheme e.g. u in cup or 

u in unit
• Another way of writing a phoneme e.g. ai in rain 

or ay in play or a-e in make.
• Split digraphs – a digraph that is split by a consonant. 
• Tricky words



What is phonics like in Year One?

• We continue to build the children’s 
confidence in blending and 
segmenting 

• Encouraging fluency
• Experimenting with alternative 

graphemes when writing – can they 
spot a pattern/rule?



What is a Phonics Screening Check?

• The Phonics Screening Check is meant to show 
how well your child can use the phonics skills 
they’ve learned up to the end of Year 1, and to 
identify students who need extra phonics help.

• The checks consist of 40 words and non-words 
(alien words) that your child will be asked to read 
one-on-one with a teacher. 

• https://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-
check

https://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check


Reading at home



Reading at Home

• The Reading Practise Books
• The Bus Books
• Reading Records



Thank you for coming!

Any Questions?


